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The Quarterbreed
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An Indian Reservation Tale by ROBERT AMES BENNET

gesture. There) wn ahnrt patis.
Then the door opened a scant Inch.

"Hello!" he wtid. IWhere'a your
brother?"'

"He has tins gone to tell the po-

lice families."
"On tho agent's nmre," guessed Van-t- hr

jn.
"Plense he didn't mean any harm

please don't tell on him."
"That depends," replied Vandervyn.

"IV you think I care to favor him
when you act as If you hate me?"

"Hate? No, nul" The door oiened
several Inches and a suddenly cloned
to a narrow crack.

Put Vsndcrvyu had caught a glimpse
of the girl's blushing face. Ills voice
dropped to a caressing tone ; "You're
not afraid of me, are you. Just because
1 wanted a kiss? Come out here and
talk. I won't bite you."

"You promise nt to to kls me?"
"Not tin lens you wish tne to."
"Hut but I do!" came back the

naive confession.
Impulsively he started to awing off

his jxiny. The cnhln door shut with
a bang. He straightened In the ssihlle,
united, a long moment, frowned hear
liy, and started to rl.le a" ay.

From the window came a plaintive
cry: "Oh, please, please!"

He deliberately dismounted, flnng
the reins over his horse's head, and
walked to the opened window. The
eager, frightened face within blushed
scarlet and shrank back. He stopped
short.

So, here," he admonished, "if you're
.i!.g to be silly, I wtii.il go away for
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murder of Nogen, the last agent, and of his having been promised the agency. Hardy calls a council of head
tribesmen, Redbear, the halfbreed Interpreter, brings his pretty sister, Oinna, to the valley. The new agent
learns that the Indians have been cheated and has reason to suspect Dupont and Vandervyn of crookedness.
He plans to square, matters with the tribesmen. How Captain Hardy is thwarted in his purpose, how his Ufa
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vyn, twisting the tip of hi blonil mus-
tache. "It Is for you to decide to
leave for the good of the tribe, or

aWTaV ' t I aiakl

After the officer left. Pmpont eqnlmV
cl across the table at her and begapj
to scratch his heed.

"ou and Mr. nn burned a lot of
coal oil last night. He dldu't (It far
enough alone to ask you to hitch tip
with him, did he?"

A rel blush flamed In the girl'
cheeks. Without looking up, she MaaT

mnred a regretful "No."
"tiuess he figures he'll wait and

If Hardy Is going to bust us np. Like
as not he'll skip bark east tf Hardy,
gits sore and chokes off our bold on
the mine."

"What do yon Ineen? He'd send
Hi K.e tway. The stiff, solemn old
fogy--- 1 hale him!"

"liasy. eesy, girl!" soothed iHipooL
"No uc plunging when you're bltrhed
to tke snubbing post. Just now he'B
got os roped. He'll have ua all hoc
tied If we go to bucking. We've got
tu make him think we're gentled."

"What If we act toward him aa w

fed?"
"Yott don't Mvvy about that mine.

Me and Nogen dlseoveresl It and paid
honest for developing It. as you know.
Well, we M Mr. Van In on It. Then
Negen tip and gtl killed. That makes
It half and half between me and Mr.
Van. acexcltng to all that's fair and
square, llwt do yon believe Hardy will
l. k at It that way? Not by i-- Wf

stderahle H"1i talk at-o- it being the
Itl!'. Jint le,-u- e li t the reeer-vatlo-

I re " The girl s eyes fashed, and
her nostrils dilated. "He will rob J"J
bimI lUtg'.e of a fortune jet ye) wish

ie t - nice to hire "

'Teu bet I do! Can't yu g't the
p!'lt? He alB't gng trt be biffe4

That mriS we g.d to
r.nle frvnds with h.m or b the
tiam ,"

" ih Jv.i that Is Itr
"Yep Wotwt of It l he's one ct

them thT frUews what stand s

s.'ralcht th. j Iran harkwsrJ. We
S,k t t him aboot bow It wnsrid h5p
the tt,t- - if he yen.! us In fiv.:ng the
iniBie, He w rtghty eihsh. ee
we ll br to gtte htn S. third b
get h'.ih liiti "at rstnf.

"What a at.aioe! The is years
sr. I !; !' It limi t ike a tht&g
towa'd s r i.r.;cg It."

"I Ir; - ISsit fee's th afefiL He's
g.-- t u r. tet lie n f'-- e of c r
tbioe tf we ii t n iU frtrod with
fclm. New Ja yesi ?)"

lle gi'l s thick t U. k ey tv. s
In a frnvt ftf vnittoft. lf be is a
r..a whew ft1ettk$k Secst be .

I h ivt ih lo be to him."
' 1; a htistitf. Marie. Thnre ain't

iso ! ws;s a Sent It. M.f. Sa hsr.g.
leg fire, e waltteg tv sss tf we km
the jr.it,.". tf s 00, he on t .d f
rr-- wf j so js.-- r r'rt eS a rvcvt ."

j e,,S. I 4 t)S--
agrpt'e to l"pf:t llardj. lif w!

!.'. I 1 r,l fr-- e to ) 14s ottS f. r it '

NS ,1 a irfcien'" 1 t
at sitbt ef h,t stfK'ihtre.'st
"It at the ?,. la I n't HI
Mas free n lw Ikwt way tiil after
We g't tSe avlee CiOx'wed "

"I a he a fe.4. . jsere."
hs';i hi grinsJed bea.4 4-

hU-s- si,
Pit St rai.hVsy. sIxD lio,rtf &

etef (ee the rwa thswee. Usrte te
v ,sj t s c with ag, ',rtwee that s a 5.sfc'ee4 the

t .., e yr vt hie I- IWf.ww
,vl ft she tawwl ?.y were rfcatttaf

!a a ti.t hf..t a teke)
ir,!, Ie;j-,j,-s- ewiuiin efsw.

T:.' ve .f."t rvt up the
j Ur4y was ireetiy He

ies-- atresdy grvv the ssseirfe 44tt
. t '.tue f ti.Ms, east n. ;m.4
if.g ' twti'' f Vsadervyn a4 Kes.
bwf, had jvothu;; to d eace4
tt.e in fc's PUws t4 rteaniiaewe
kisd lUatipitne.

Marie tfeier b kel taere eharmin
than when o a h'tese. Khe ts.k her
fcew frtro-- l for a lerg ride around eoe
of the iiMMuntaina. lety cil!T and
Pork and piSiey stopw ws fimiilar to

its lie Interpreted: "lie hi says there
shall he no tnnre hnrter of ore. He
says nil over upiitt that this Is the
hind of his trihe, and white men have
no rijjht here, and lie hates ull LotiK-l.nives-

'Tell him that ho Is mistaken. The
M.Miors have ahuijs been the he--- t

friends of the Indians. I find that,
nftor next sprlmt. no more food and
u N tire to he Issued to the triho.
S....ner or later, white men will come
Mid take the ore if the Indians do not
d!i it thoiusclv.w. Another thlti:. I

. !;.m the triho kIikiiM aroe to tho1
dm.hn:: up of tln ir land, so th.it each
ho.id of a family can have his ,,'.wi
: rm and work it after the manner of
! h- w li ie men. t o lo r I nhes o done
i'lis. and tliey nr.. no longer poor."

Ili'.IIuar stepped more
:io!o fi i: ii Hardy, arid be-a- to pi iir
..U! a torrent of l,l.otuh. lie had spo-
ken ,.niy a few sentences when n w ave
. f passed oViT the seiiiiciieie

( hoiiaiis. r.!ank,'ts slipped down
i: om oopper-r.i- l shoulders; fierce cyt s

tlansl metiaoinaiy at Hardy. Several
'(' the more exeilahle buck leaped Up

oiili bow and rltlo In hand.
Hardy thrust out from nnione the;

'

police and raised his hands to TI ow n- -

konza in the peace .sitfti. The head
hief called to his fell.ovs imd tmi.etl!

his buck uiMin the aceiit with
nto contempt. AH the others faced
al'.oit and follow. d him b the i

ponies. The hand m.'iuiHHl and ro le
oil' up the tullcy tu morose slletico.

CHAPTER VII.

The Commcn Law.
There was still more than a trace of

r.-- in Hardy's sai'.iiw cheeks Ueu Ma- -

rie. Viui'lerv yn an ! I ;:;. 'tit enrne :

is;- -n him ci the .oH,-c- . iHipont IifiJ
ut n t.sratnlat-r- v hand.

i'v i-- r. I';,;'." he -- .,;.). " oil s'ir
l.s a J .ivloy c'. "ik '. it tt.r.t

.:i.o. Oite-- s old Ti ft hot. ;

V, bore's i 'hariie?"
"Ilodl I . ; ' ! im to r- assure

in ami tho f:o,.i!,es of the ptv

pallop. n flnnit himself nnt of the
saddle ami advanced un Vnndeivju,
his face dark with suspicion.

"What you saving to my sister?" he
demanded.

The white man met hla thretenlti
look with a half-amus-

smile,
"I've been showing the girl what 1

think of her." he replied.
Keilbear en me to a sinlden halt. The

muscles of his face t.egan to twitch.
"th, Charlie!" reproached Olmia.

"What makes ou look at him that
way? Why don't you thank hliuT

She unbarred the ilmir and stepped
ouUldo,

"For whair questioned ?.er brother
It) s harsh, strained voice.

"Itecause he Is going to be my man-go- ing

to take me for hla wife."
"Marry yo"? thnna you?" The

hBlfbri-e- could not" believe hla ears..
Through his dnie shot a flash of angry
suspicion. "Hut yiHi you won't marry
her !"

Vandervyn smiled In his careless
manner,

"oh, I guess jea,"
"Youll marry her? You'll take her

to town and marry her like white
people?"

"Ill marry her a some white
people "marry. Ml nt take her to
town. Olnr.a and I hae agreed to be
married according to tribal custom.

Again lledhear'e weak f.i dark-

ened with suspicion and anger. "I
won't have It. You're white, and inna
Is half white. White jii.plc ds.n't
marry Indian fa?hion."

"You know a bd a!nit It. Charlie.
Haven't you ever heard of emmon law
marriages? Iots of white eep! get
married that way."

"What wayr
"Yon must know aSout It. lrte.

of going to a lot of fs and l-- :hr
over ministers a ad licenA n.scy
w)Je Jtwt take each other f..r I.e.

band and wife atjd g. to )aeli-j-v

ing."
"1 Is that a real white people's

er asked (ftjnn.
Xtindi-rry- n frt-- td. "YM dnat

think 1 tu lying, do jo? Wt.y. u
efteO see In the ne jpr t osue
ruonlaw wives feSft,g their ).re of
thiHr .!.wd hnst-aivt- estates. jit4 tlte

stne as if they had gone !bf ft. ad
the fus if weeldlr.gw Ak Haidf if
!hr.t des not often bptn

"Weil, tf It's a real Bwirrisge "
imit'ere.1 He,!brr.

"f course it is. Charlie, if he ys
enej fsnnji rptur'Jy.

Her brothers face glowed wish en,),
d'ti CociXKTWte.1 etss5Jr.ve. He
metTsl a '.". lawsnberefttijt : "Tt cn
j.ej - Vfri yoo d.v't warry sksal
uwrty Marie."

"Sti," rejslted Var.drryn. and hi
v'c-- r ni cier. "1 have ta irtiaei

tuetn me h.r."
"Mj!-- e : hie ime w. hm

I toil t-- t jt.tt j... s'Sng t be my
I r tfee-f.- " si(tri iirs;iiwr.

1 sodevvyw laid a l,.vther!y h1 en
tu ,tu:h r. "H4d . ts-'-j !"' he ea5--

"i.a M tn tan g 'I.wfV t
I ,i- tjfest V f t tt.tr. lis e i,ir
V- - t r: --t Ms? y is tirts1. sr. t fce

lir. If i.e r.cer ta,t 1 Se throws)
hi r on,, she iii nn, ? wr.a Ui&i."

".e :hi t l.i hm
hat if h ih"-- -'t ' ' t arny

ivr. He ?. .i.tes-- r. h-- he
t ' ftN-- here ho. wtil r h, otd-fe't-

all g:t aal 5tst"e, 1 04 Ir.-au-

the gtrle ttae tfcsl. No t .1

Ibere'e H the &f a ah
( f v.H tt.'.d t it w;t i f i; i'ut
l.t'le t S tlidnt wf. - ms hi ts

!!'? to stsy. &t for a wtl'e e (Sr.,.!

tnnfijs tacst li. ,). at the nur-r:g- e

T'.".i"fT"r rs'xrf ig 'd I

ire g .tug in'o the ffKti4?ts to ts k

with the rh.efii. '.t.r.i wtil g with
me. Itut 1! n t e i.'Wre.i.J at ti.e
accney that yu have st Ut't
Who COOid "tl seed her to)"

n-o- a kia Is car irefhcr'e fa-

ther. N'.-- t even Mr. Intt lo
titat," ssild liisdi'eer. "lU-f.- be rtame
here, she ran oiT with a bad white tnao.
They went to the IUa. kfcet. After a
time he got au arrow through his lack.
My nwther came home. koct
would not see her face. She bad to
work for the agent till they made ws
go away to school. Then she dle.1"

"old Thnndertolt yur grandfathef T"

remarked Vandervyn, seising ujsxi thst
one fact In the equalid tragedy. "lw
be know It?"

"1 told him so today. He said my
face Itut ma) be he will come to
like me. He Mid ta bring Omua for
hi in to look at her."

"Thafe great 1 Well tell It to every-
body. Itut rvmemtfr. pot a wrd about
the marriage until after we get rid of
Hardy and I am agent. Then thing
will go all right for all cf aa. You
Mvvy that. Charlie? While ywu rub
down the mare I'll go In and aay good-
ly until tomorrow morning."

CHAPTER VI Continued.

T'tisoon hy his superior. Yiuidorvyrt
nod, led encouragingly to K.ilhenr and
Smiled lit (In1 Indians. Hardy hud not
turned his stfHily gae from

' "Tho cbi'.'f is nut anirry," he s:i 11.

"We v).a;i i... friends. Tell him
t'l'it I come in I'. .:. with it E""1 heart
li.l ,( fl)', !''. .!'. 1 iln n.'t blame
the i. '.' i:. No'-to- on t iio tribe.
1:' wh.to en h.o done nny ttri'iii: to
the tr.bo, 1 ! i . th" wrongdoing.
1 tt.csv t,r any the tri' o
v t... site :.!!- -. it'.- - chiefs
I 'III ;., in,;!. i' all t."

Th. time did tt.it hc;-ute- .

II ;'.; ! tho a- mMy and rolled out
h '.:', of I..!;.t;i!i v'.'.U d.-t,- . ie r;i- -

;,! ; Almost i'iiMi"l;:ii . ..v Ti
roo t,i fi.:v. h;s face tihhtrc

V"!. indignation, his oi.v impassioned.
M .ti ho lud spo'i.cn, he remained
Van, el:;;.
' "He siij ho is nary," hojrnn Ko !

No," !c;!M)m''v contradicted II:t r!y.
' I nu!v nt his face. The others ore

Ho is !H't. Thoro i soiuo
IV oarrful that you

luvrpri't Correctly."
"lie :iys hp is angry," Insisted I!cd-h'Hi- r.

his sidelong fiance looking pt.st
Hardy lo Vdmb-- n. who was nodding
reasvtriasly. "Ho snjs ho is tring to
keep it inside, hut tho others, can't
h. e it in;'!' Ho nays y.ni have put
to ; i awny or there will ho liahtms."

Hardy straightened on his chair, am!
Lis look ! "''..no severe. II" spoke
f.har..'y- - "TTi tin- - chief it is useless
t.i ii U mo To go ;iay. I ilo wis),
t i !. :"..r tin Long .n! os. I'.ut t.'o'j
wia '': ;::.! tight the triho if tl.cro
Is i.vy i!i'".-:;i.;-

I: .;!,; r's was f
hy a hiU ttmro ttirrao'tiaic thun

.;ur .s r a'ori"-- . Viiti'lor :i h.,s
t.iy 1..-- ! t t!.- - To!io..f,wt,. Tlr y

'; ;;. tm'lor tho of tho
ut.tU thi y va rc L.ii i the

v !.:.. !...- -. I!; r iy hoar.l tho s,.f;
v i;r:'o - f thoir ';;.' v:il. .1 foot lit tho

lie r.ro-ito- l an. I . .!.
' t:..v is thi-?- "' h- - i!o:a:;:vi.'.h "i

J " r!y v,i!i"il i,t ti'Wh7:-'U--
i, : ( r -

"V, :!, -- i;,o,. t!.o !! o - ; ro 1.. r. .

J i ho'ti-- lot ni '! Il
: 1 p '!- - h v. nrk if r. :.:..., . a or.i;.. th. ;' Mario .,;;(

I . !i. fina"
I l.i t;:i'...a ! to io..k -t tho

il.i:-;:- till. Slio s;......l nil n ki.-- :,

Miil'Aoy hotw ho Iraiiatis
mi I Ilt fntlo r's i i l in.
' "T .ko hor ha- ic to tho hmi-o- ." lio cr- -

t l'. it woi:M it bo wise for me to leave
J hi and O.uiroe ju- -t now? The i'hev
tuny tint stay loyal if "

"i;.:"
The oomrnarol whs ptremptory. Vnn-thrvj- n

tiUirtoil off, yet contrivwl to ex

..

AoV; i
fTi-ow- a Koiia Rose to Reply. His Fsc
1 Ablaia With indignation.

frhnns'S' itlanc-- s with nedhfnr. Hardy
fc'ul'd the semicircle if aitin; In-'- d

i.ins velth a resolntp ituie, nnd. ns
tcfor. f.xtd ill attention u; ouTI-oa-':.on- j.

I " must learn what Is the cnu-- o

of this ill feehn." h remarked to th
hs!fhrro(L "A them why tin J are
(,j,jx.p, to their younc wen trading
re for Injpnt'

i Pedl ar sjmke siowly to th Indian.
'Ms i tm.nrr not anlike that f a man

ho Rppmachfs a tarrrl of gunpowder
Vi'h a llthted torcK Tkere sraa DO

Viplntn. but tb old hr4 ehf flarvd
with aniolstaaaM antrr. Ha replied
yrUh a Bery ia mat lost that woo

raita f ap(mral frasa aia Mkssra.
Xkt kalfbrerd'a votct M ateOj

to stay and take the rhnncti of an urn.
rising,"

"The way you put It " considered
Hardy. "Perhaps It miitht be better
for nil concerned If I should leave."

"You bet lt would, flip," eagerly
broke In Impont. "Taint no Joke.
Them ornery cusses 'II git you like
th.y done with Nogen, Ju- -t OS sure
ns shooting."

Viitidervjn find a furious g!atio a!
the bluiid-- r. Mane was looking u!
I lardy. Hut he del not Hoed to see
the tfchtening of his hps: to realise

!mt h r father had done.
"i )h. Pore !" she rcproaotui!. "Why

did you say II? You khouiil have
Known Captuln Hardy eouid not leave
after that."

" lite right. Miss Dui-.u!.- '" said
Hardy.

"You mean, you won't leave?" asked
Iupont.

"How n he?" Vandervyn smoothly
cut In. "You've put it up to him thai
it would Ih deserting his poet under
tire. He's an army offlivrhc wouldn't
leae now even If he knew his staying
here meant Certain masjtfirre for os
till, f.dlowwl by rertiitn massacre of
the tribe by the troops."

"I will remain until I have made fit

hast one more effort to pacify the
tribe." rephej Hardy. "You are at
liberty to tesikti hc.--.t v. r you please.
Mr. luxttt has ample time to remove
Ins mid his daughter from the
l'i servt ioll."'

"..t me." declared Marie; "I don't
cue wiiitt lVre and ISeggle say; 1

know there Is not cue of the tribe who
ttiitiij harm nie, in mi psi'.hrear,."

W rll. itiehPe tu't," udmltt.-- her

"I gather il. t I nni the only i'er"n
v !e vs-n.- to t'e c'i h.l.K'T'- I." re

rk.l HfTdy. "1!,:s i . g ... I :.!
i. ;ot a few days lor the r ttciuent to
- end wiil thr a ai! anotiirr

"They l come ng'ln to meet yoti."
;: dieted I'mpont.

' h u I shall go to th. tn "
"ll-.t- the m..uti!l!,s. ft--

'; ;;.;ed Marie, hi r sp'e'eii d ee
evert), 'n.'i 't

no; vesture ,; "'' ,;itt,"
"The 1 ri?e Rtust ! ..r;i : at I v. : n

Imtwnt patixd to p, rat, h the
f l is lien I. Put Vat. !, nyn sj ke

without at) liotant's bes'tatt.y: "l'--

ii. ne no right to thro-- v jmir hfo e..y
uselessly, ru plain. Suppose t'lmrhe
mid I make a trip to the urr.ps. to see
if we cannot quiet the trihe an-- t.dk
tiic chiefs Into giiuig yon irm!ifr
le aring? If you have no object;,. a. we
eo, iid tell th.-- that you cannot bare
jut cow. but that you will do so as
soon as "U have tried to benefit th. r.i."

"And that Mr. Van'ii be neit agent."
added Injnh

"Will you tell them that I sm h.re
to help them and to be their friend?"
queried Hardy.

"Trust me to put It to them strong,
captain." assured Vandervy n. "I know
you'H jilny fair by resigning in my fa-

vor as soon as you have the trihe in
hand."

"After I have done what I can do to
improve conditions among them." ujal-IBe-

Hardy.
"I do so hope Mr. Van can persuade

them to be friendly with you." id
Marie. "I know he and Charlie will
be perfectly safe. l!ut it will t- - hard
to talk them out of their strange dis-

like to you. When will you Hart, IteK-gie?- "

'Tjirly tomorrow morning, if the cap-

tain baa no objections."
The sooner the better," agreed

Hardy.
"I'll go and remove my council cos

time," said Vandervyn, smiling at his
Irreproachable frock coat.

Marie and her father roee lth Mm.
Hardy hnwed out the girl and retnniod
to his desk. He was deep la the midst
of a report on the tribe when, half an
hour later. Vandervyn returned to the
office in hla riding toga.

"Charlie may not cntne hack this
nftertw"n," he remarked. "1 thought
I might rl do down and tell hire about
the trip. I could fetch your mare for
yu."

"Very welL I shall obliged." re.
piled Hardy, and he returue.1 to tie
study of the report.

Vaudervya rtxle down along the far
aide of the stream, keeping the thick-
ets aa match aa possible between hint--I- f

and the LKipnat hottae. He did
net leeriwai the creek Batll he was op-

posite Redhear heeae, Ue fosjad the
cahia door ctoaed. Bat at alight
aaevssaeit of the ariadow cwrtaJoa hla

reart p M Wcftssj with lerds

mm

it will Be Hrd to Ta fc Them Out
of Thtir Str"j D.siike for You."

You've got the d barred, and
kteov I s,sl n.-- l try to r.l

in at a bote ii'ke this"
' i - I Wen ( be." she f:ti-red- .

"That's letter." he Mid. and he
rtj.it. .. In to sop rj i,r,. .; her

shouidf-rs- .

h '.fir.l'.g yed ficiding, " tth errs
rim.dly d.- fi.-- t at ! ' ; e ch'ri
! ni'l. !.sfi;l !,. , the ...--

,

grt Biitv'0'l Wat to draw b'.-- cSo"f'.
II. r l!r qiiversj, ji t she run 1 th, ta
t tn-e- t h'.a Ms.

T-.-re- he rallied. "Wi U

drcdr::r"
She ... t not r,nwrf ; she ! r.,t.

Her h. a I dro;sd forward )"h ?te

ft!t,: i, (. , ."sly of t ri le.. ,, i;t

joui t girt. Ii-- - put the fotv.'iHer of
his f.e hnirl nied r her s hit and
nsss-o.- In r 1 t t .. ' a i ..

.' god desr'ee another,
sweetheart." he

"You h.'.-,t'- l t,ot-n- t call me that,"
she lioj; ct "You ere a gentleuutu
white nio; I am ot!y a haiflrem- l-

Pin ss a i.lilnaman."
"Nog.'hb n You are my iroldcn

girl. Y.'iir !,o. t. ure wild ruses tad
honey gold. our fjes are like a
fawn's; j,ir lip, i as honey
A no her kit.. There, that's nmre like
It. Yott're lesruiag how. New look
at n e."

She ra!-- d her droitpinf tide elth
the sudden, desperate courage of one
who Is vt ry siiy, and gsjed p at him.
her tender eyes starUke with the aoft
glow f her love and adoration.

"You jou really like me?" h
hlspered.
"No, 1 hate you like poor Lo hate

flreuater. tilve him a tate, and he
wants It all. I want you."

"Chsrlle be said I most marry a
white man. I am Joyed in luy heart
You say yon nnt met Itut I an only
a halfhrod girl, and you

"You're my honey- - eet girlie. Go
and open the door."

She look, i tip at hint again foil and
direct, and his gate sank before the
trust la tier clear eyes.

"Ton want me to It yonr engaged
girl:" she murmured. "When people
are eagaged. they are fntnf to he mar-
ried. Charlie ! I must marry a
white man. a tood white man. Tow
are kind to me. It la won.terfuL I
have read that even army r.fTicers have
married halfbreed girls. Pat you are
grander ttuin any officer, and you are
very good to think of marrying me."

Vandervyn forced a eraile, and re-

plied to her adulation without meeting
her euraptijred gale:

"What else did ye think I meant
hen 1 1 iswsi you? tf course we shall

be married. As we are here on the
reservation. It a III be according to the
cutwn cf the tribe."

"Married? Oh. ary heart elrursr
cried the glrL "I will be your wife
youm! I csn't Wlieve It TlnTe
romee Charlie. I mast run and tell
hit."

TaodcTvya) hastily released her, and
drew hla ana eut of the w ladow aa he
looked artmod.

--Walt !" he commanded. "He's cora-f-af

fast eaavgh. Leave) the door
barred."

The halfbreed waa racUg Ilardy
99 the creak kshU sU

'

'That was v. ry :1 ,'iful of y.n.
at . a." said Mai

' T'.it it vi.il be far r.ore r. nshh-r-- ;

', if yon v I I. ;.e the reera- -

"Ilo' so ?
' .oierio J Hardy.

'(if . nrs, ;,','!! f.ii,- y I nt t think-o- f

aiv ro'iiot I'nt ifs I.e.
tl :.t ail. A--

' I C"t it frot'l tl;o s;dd I'.l- -

t'oo'. "T!io wiiolo bun. h was rfwjr
to shoot you: they'd done It. too, oniy
'liariie sins out to "em that Mr. Van

was goim; to be ant, and you'd fc'o

a w ay."
"Ho said thatr
"oh, captain, don't bo nnery t Char-

lie," Interceded Marie. "He hud to do
it to save a liitht."

"Itut why? I ecitil 1 not have ben
more friendly. Yet everything I said
seemed to nner them."

"I told yon they're h ornery bnnoti."
replliil I'tilmt. "It was for because
you belnif an officer. The chiefs bate
nil soldiers HVe I.irojn-- Most of the
old ones was in the irhiett-dane- e cruze,
and not Jailed by the soldiers."

"They may cool down and I willing;
to lUten to reason." nrpneU Hardy.

XkI down? They "II fo back and
sit and stew and stew t1U hell bolls
over. Next thins linr-pens- , they'll stir
up the young bucks. Norn d'un chien
Just when I was pitting enough ahead
In my business to take care of my
old ase and Jtive Marie a chance to be
a lady to stand to lose everythina:
nnd her and my sculp to boot !"

"Tou are free to leave here with ber
whenever you wish."

"Nil, I ain't I can't leave my store
till my property."
"There would be no dancer If It

were not for yon," snld Marie, her
ejea flushing with Indignation. lf
only you had nut come here I If there

an ouibreuk. It will be all your
fault r

-- .Miner
"Oh. I know yoa mean well. Tut

If they've taken this violent dislike to
yotl Why ever did you come? You
Mir how they like Mr. Van. HaJ they
thought yon would Insist on staying-- ,

nothing owuld have kept them from
ettBi king yotl. Itut the promise that
Mr. Van Is to be their agent, that pacl-f..-- d

them. Had yoa never ruiue here,
all this would Dot have l.spj-eDrd- . 11 ie
chiefs mould have come to talk with
Mr. Van. and would have com back
aatlsBed."

Hardy swunx around In hla chair to
arrutlolM Um guileleiia face of Vaa

dfTja.
--W Uat Aa yow aay ta that, atrr h

iBterraarated.
--What cm I aajT rtpfi4 Taadat

"la la That a Real White Peete
"Marriager Asked 0as.

her. She pointed out all the fraud,
ami most Wauttful views, and showed
berwrif evm better versus I In the hre
of the wild than she had seemed te
ha rte. nn the culture and gracre)
of pi)te eoclety. After that thrre ru
no break In her friendly manner toward
the captain f.r wrveral dire. Fre
quently they took other rtd.-e- . or
arcurid the tw-ar- hills and mos
tains.

CHAPTER VIII.

hert Laid kbefnea.
Hardy had gone to the lmMnfV for

copper wbeo Vaadertya retaraed to
the agency. He made a hasty toilet
and followed. Marie met him with
marked coldnesa. Thla. however, melt-
ed before he had finished his report to
Hardy. All agreed that the old chief
probably would take fancy to tHnna,
and that, aa a result, there would he
a fair chance of jatifjing the tribe.

When Hardy turned to the girt, he
found her and Vandervyn exchanging
fiancee and murmuring recxarks. His
habitual gravity anftencd to a smile
of wletful aadneew. At the first oppor-
tunity be etrused klmaelf. Midnight
had peaarsl before the light la the little
citified parlor of the twjpont bouse was
eslliMruiasMsL

When, at ewnrlse. Hardy went for
breakfast. Martw's eye were very

j bright and her look w--as pensive. Rbe
are iimsi. ana eer asaaner rowarf Uai
l m ceid aad tU4Tactea,

Da yea heiteve tMt Vaweee.
e vyw'S 4eeetrwlfwea sett litUe

CMowa woll be awwlobed by
e tweHaaa ae 4e yea tMott ee wetsl e

eecaae hares at hla haweta?
e

(TO M CUarcxVUs. j
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